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Abstract: 
Around 2000, Ira Gessel conjectured that the number of lattice walks in the 

quadrant N2, starting and ending at the origin (0,0) and consisting of East, 

West, North-East and South-West steps, had a simple hypergeometric form. In 

the following decade, this problem became one instance in the systematic study 

of walks with small steps confined to the quadrant. 
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