
 

 
The Department of East Asian Studies/Sinology is pleased to invite to the 

lecture of 
 
             
             Professor Joseph FEWSMITH 

   Department of International Relations, Boston University 
 

Is This the Beginning of the End 
         for the CCP in China? 

 
 
China’s new party secretary, Xi Jinping, has been in office less than a year. He has tried 
to set out a new a vigorous agenda, trying to inspire people with the idea of a “China 
Dream” while launching the most vigorous campaign against corruption in years. Yet 
there is an air of fin de siècle about the Chinese government. Leftists are unhappy about 
the “abandonment” of socialist ideals and liberals have been harshly criticized for 
advocating “constitutional government.” At the same time, economic growth has been 
slowing, which seems certain to exacerbate new debate about policy direction. There is 
some sense in Beijing that this is the “beginning of the end” for the Chinese Communist 
Party. But what does that mean? Can the party restore vigor? Can it find a way to a soft 
political landing? Where is China heading? 
 
Joseph Fewsmith is Professor of International Relations and Political Science at 
Boston University. He is the author or editor of seven books, including, most recently 
(January 2013), The Logic and Limits of Political Reform in China (Cambridge University 
Press). Other works include China since Tiananmen (2nd edition, 2008) and China 
Today, China Tomorrow (2010). Other books include Elite Politics in Contemporary 
China (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2001), The Dilemmas of Reform in China: Political 
Conflict and Economic Debate (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1994), and Party, State, and 
Local Elites in Republican China: Merchant Organizations and Politics in Shanghai, 
1890-1930 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1985). He is one of the seven regular 
contributors to the China Leadership Monitor, a quarterly web publication analyzing 
current developments in China. He travels to China regularly and is active in the 
Association for Asian Studies and the American Political Science Association. His 
articles have appeared in such journals as Asian Survey, Comparative Studies in 
Society and History, The China Journal, The China Quarterly, Current History, The 
Journal of Contemporary China, Problems of Communism, and Modern China. He is an 
associate of the John King Fairbank Center for East Asian Studies at Harvard University 
and the Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer Range Future at Boston University. 
 

Date:  Monday, October 21, 2013 
    
Time:   18:15 p.m.    
 
Location: JAP 1, at the Institute for East Asian Studies/Japanology, Altes 

AKH, Campus, Spitalgasse 2, yard 2, entrance 2.4 


