{{Your Address}} 
{{Your Address 2}} 
{{Your Address 3}} 
{{Date}} 

Dear …,   

My name is {your name} and I am {insert your occupation}. I am writing to you about the suspension and proposed closure of all undergraduate Modern Languages degree programmes at the University of Nottingham and the threat to the Language Centre.  
 
Languages have been offered at the University of Nottingham since it was founded as a College in 1881. With the closure of languages at Leicester, Nottingham is the only provider of modern languages degree programmes in the East Midlands region. It is also in the top ten providers of degrees in Languages and Area Studies in the UK, ranking third in the Russell group for research, with teaching and research in Chinese, French, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Russian, and Serbian-Croatian. Its closure will have a significant negative impact. 
 
There are a number of reasons that I am concerned about the planned closure of languages degrees at Nottingham: These include the following:
 
1. The University’s vision is to help “solve problems and improve lives … through application to local and global challenges”. Closure will create rather than solve local and global challenges problems. Specifically:  

2. Closing modern language degrees will have severe local impacts. It will exacerbate a ‘cold spot’ for Higher Education languages in the East Midlands region with no degree language provision available for local students, beyond optional modules as part of university-wide provision. 

3. It will cut off a crucial pipeline for language teachers in the region: School of Education data shows that UoN Modern Languages graduates consistently make up a substantial proportion of PGCE Modern Languages cohorts: 46% in 2022/23 and 37% in 2024/25. Around two-thirds of those PGCE graduates remain in the region. Without these graduates, the supply of qualified language teachers will diminish, directly impacting schools’ ability to meet statutory curriculum requirements, and running counter to national priorities for language learning.

4. The proposed closure will negatively impact on our local, regional, and national economy, diminishing the supply of qualified language graduates. It will undermine the UK Government’s trade and SME strategy that aims to build internationally competitive businesses through international trade, as well as the East Midlands region’s Vision for Growth. Language degrees are crucial to these agendas because they create confident communicators, internationally experienced, interculturally competent graduates who are adaptable, resilient and not risk averse. They give an understanding of other perspectives and develop flexible, creative thinking, as well as bridge-building and problem-solving skills. 

5. Closing languages degrees is out of step with the sector-leading interventions led by UoN modern languages researchers to promote and celebrate linguistic and cultural diversity in the city and region, including colleagues’ work supporting a local network of complementary schools, and collaborations with ChalleNGe, Nottingham’s Cultural Education Partnership and with the UNESCO Nottingham City of Literature.

6. The University of Nottingham claims to be – and to wish to remain – a comprehensive University, with a commitment to the Arts and Humanities. But cutting language degrees in popular Joint Honours combinations will severely damage degree opportunities and recruitment in other Arts and Humanities disciplines too, further weakening the university’s position.  
 
The University of Nottingham presents itself as a global University, with a vision “to be a university without borders”. Without modern languages degrees and a clear outline plan for the future of its Language Centre, the University instead shows a narrow vision and inability to embrace other languages and cultures. 
I urge you to scrutinise carefully the negative impact this planned closure would have on the university, the city, region and wider UK, and to engage in meaningful discussion with all parties about viable alternatives.

I look forward to your response.  

Yours sincerely,  

 {your name} 
 

