
 

 

 
 

Die Wiener Sprachgesellschaft und das Institut für Iranistik laden zu 

folgendem Vortrag herzlich ein: 

Prof. SAVERIO MARCHIGNOLI  
 

Università di Bologna, Dipartimento di Storia Culture Civiltà 
 

Unendliche sprachliche Annäherung oder  

Begriffsbildung?  
Die theoretischen Ansichten von Schlegel, Humboldt 

und Hegel zur Übersetzung von Schlüsselbegriffen 

altindischen Denkens aus dem Sanskrit in europäische 

Sprachen 
 

Abstract: What does it mean to rigorously understand, without misleading, a notion of Indian 

thought? The interpretation of fundamental Sanskrit lexemes and the translation of basic no-

tions of ancient Indian culture (such as “dharma” or “yoga”) has been perceived as an almost 

impossible task since the beginnings of scientific Indology. An intense debate arose on this is-

sue between European philologists and philosophers, especially in Germany and France. Being 

an important example of debate in transcultural hermeneutics, this is also a significant episode 

in the historical development of the different theories of translation. Two different and con-

trasting attitudes emerge: the “willingness to interpret” on the one hand, and the “willingness 

to define conceptually” on the other. The first gave birth to the solution of the infinite linguistic 

approach to the foreign language; the second to the solution of concept formation as a rigorous 

definition of the meaning of the foreign notion. This lecture specifically addresses the positions 

and ideas of A.W. Schlegel, W. von Humboldt, Hegel, but also touches on the debate heated in 

France by Antoine-Léonard de Chèzy, Alexander Langlois, Victor Cousin. 

Zeit: Dienstag, 31. 05. 2022, 18.30h  

Ort: Hörsaal 1, Sensengasse 3a, 1. OG. 

Kontakt: wsg.sprachwissenschaft@univie.ac.at;  

http://www.univie.ac.at/indogermanistik/wsg 

https://www.oeaw.ac.at/ifi/home  
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