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Heavy Questions
about Light Verbs

This lecture deals with some problems concerning the light verb constructions of Vedic Old
Indo-Aryan and Proto-Indo-European. In the first part, | will address the question whether
Vedic light verb constructions had well defined grammatical functions in contrast to
corresponding simple verbs, or were merely stylistic variants beside them. In the second
part, | will investigate the possibility of reconstructing specific light verb constructions for

the Proto-Indo-European parent language, in particular from the point of view of
reconstruction methodology.
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