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Abstract: 
In the field of world Englishes and varieties of English, processes of language contact have continued 
to play a pivotal role ever since Braj Kachru’s description of Englishes as functionally adapted varieties 
in often multilingual and multicultural settings (1992: 6). Despite the relevance of language contact, 
models trying to map the diversity of Englishes (e.g. Kachru 1985, 1988; McArthur 1987; Görlach 
1988; Modiano 1999; Mesthrie & Bhatt 2008; Schneider 2007) do not rely on language contact as a 
basic process of differentiating between varieties of English. 
This talk will explore the possibility of explaining the diversity of Englishes in the world by means of 
language contact. Drawing on a range of fundamental models and theories of language contact (cf. 
Mufwene 2001, 2008; Thomason 2001; Van Coetsem 2000), a language contact typology of Englishes 
is outlined, which captures the macro-types of Englishes in the world. Adopting a contact linguistic 
perspective on world Englishes also bears egalitarian ideological implications that emphasize a non-
hierarchical view of Englishes and their speakers. 
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