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Abstract: As there is no shortage of far-fetched theories by scholars and pseudo-scholars
whose loose imagination got the better of their scientific rigour, linguists have, over the last
two centuries, become increasingly weary of invoking external factors to explain syntactic
change. With the increasing availability of rich datasets and corpora, the time has come to
reassess the role of external factors, however. In this talk, I will look at some cases where
political and demographic changes arguably did have an impact on the morphosyntax in the
Romance and Germanic languages in Western Europe.
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