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Recent work on the discursive construction of identity has emphasized the situated 
and emergent nature of identity and has underlined the importance of connecting 
micro-level linguistic strategies with macro-level aspects of social engagement and 
interaction.  The study reported in this talk builds on these approaches by 
considering how discourse markers function in the construction of a relatively 
unexplored type of political identity – namely, the “presidential self” – in the context 
of US presidential primary debates.  The study contributes to our knowledge of the 
function of discourse markers by examining their use in a large corpus of conflict-
oriented discourse.  It also contributes to discursive research on political identity by 
demonstrating how emergent interactional alignments and inter-speaker differences 
function in the construction of broader characterological traits associated with an 
American presidential persona. 
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