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The concept of legal culture is the main crossroad when comparing the theoretical and
methodological approaches for studying the social dimension of law. In the legal field, the image
of law, as a system of rules and regulations with its own specific language, pervades the speeches
of lawyers and constitutes the "cornerstone" of legal education. On one hand, this image reflects
the method through which the legal events have been distinguished from illegal ones, on the
other hand it refers to a conceptualization of legislation as a mechanical method of decision-
making.

From a sociological point of view, the institutionalization of legal culture can be considered the
result of an historical process that has generated a monopoly for determining what must be
considered as "the law", regarding a defined course of action, and with what consequences. From
this perspective, the legal-normative approach reflects an attempt by the law to connect complex
social processes to legal rules and principles. The linguistic dependence of the law should be
considered primarily as a cultural and historical fact, and not only or mainly as a logical one. The
procedural dimension, in our cultural contexts, is rooted into the linguistic dependence of juridical
phenomena, while the legal decision-making processes, of which the law consists, are
characterized as communicative processes, reflecting an open and reflexive nature: sociologically,
they represent the focus of the analysis.

The Panel Legal texts, legal cultures and procedures: theoretical and methodological issues
suggests a comparison between studies in the international field that have looked at “legal
speech” in general, its tradition in socio-legal studies, and the developments foreshadowed by
current research studies (e.g. jurisprudence as autonomous item of investigation and knowledge
source at a different legal experience level).

The target is to obtain a picture of the current analytical approaches to the judicial system
through reference to the procedural dimension, highlighting the sociology of law specificity when
compared to similar disciplines, and the capability to dialogue with those.
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