Clitics and affixes: the English Saxon genitive.

In the first part of this lecture, we will review the criteria which have been used to make a theoretical distinction between clitics and affixes, including a discussion of such notions as “special clitic” and “canonical clitic”. The second part of the lecture will then examine the basic properties of the English Saxon genitive, supporting the view that, depite the existence in modern English of phrasal genitives such as the girl you met’s mother,  the ‘s ending has maintained its affix status and has not metamorphosed into an NP-final special clitic. In the final part of the lecture, we look at some less obvious properties of the Saxon genitive construction and their relevance to the clitic-affix debate. These include the “double” case marking in examples such as the girl opposite me’s book, Kruisinga’s observation concerning the unacceptability of examples such as *the queens of England’s victories (where a phrasal genitive accompanies a plural head noun), and  Zwicky’s observation that there is no acceptable way to form a phrasal genitive from a coordinate NP in which the final coordinate is a personal pronoun (e.g. *my wife and I’s new car).
