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	Course Description and Objectives


Course Introduction

Advances in African linguistic and Literary Studies (seminar; 2 hours/week) MA, first or second year, segment "African linguistics" ("seminar on African linguistics") 

In this advanced seminar course, participants will be given the opportunity to explore in-depth a particular African linguistic phenomenon that has implications for African literary studies and a particular African literary device, tool, or style that derives from African language structures. Examples that come into mind readily are ideophones, proverbs, and idioms. This semester’s course offering focuses on the concept of ideophones, expressions encoding iconicity that are so pervasive in many African languages and that often appear in many African literary works, especially in African poetry, African drama, and general African oral literary practices, such as folksongs and lullabies.

Method: Seminar presentations by course participants towards writing a term paper of up to 44000 characters.

Lectures, guest appearances, discussions, debates – seminar presentations by course participants towards writing a term paper of up to 44.000 characters.
Learning Objectives

1. To enable students to survey contemporary interactions between African linguistic and African literary phenomena towards a general theoretical frameworks within the humanities
2. To enable the student to be aware of types of linguistic constructions (such as idioms, proverbs, metaphors, ideophones) that lend themselves to such interactions (this year, ideophones).

3. 3. To train students to synthetize articles produced in top-level linguistics journals towards producing a publishable piece of work themselves.
	Lecture Schedule

	Oct 10
	Introduction: African language constructions at the interface between linguistics and literature

	Oct 17
	Ideophones: definitions and structures I

	Oct 24
	Ideophones: definitions and structures

	
	

	Oct 31
	Mphande, Lupenga. 1992. Ideophones and African Verse I

	Nov 7
	Mphande, Lupenga. 1992. Ideophones and African Verse II

	
	

	Nov 14
	Student presentations and discussions I

	Nov 21
	Student presentations and discussions II

	Nov 28
	Student presentations and discussions III

	
	

	Dec 5
	Guest lecture

	Dec 12
	Student presentations and discussions IV

	
	

	Jan 9
	Student presentations and discussions V

	Jan 16
	Course summary and revisions I

	Jan 23
	Course summary and revisions II

	Jan 30
	Assessment


	Pre-requisite and follow-up


A basic introductory course in Linguistics is a pre-requisite.

	Format of Class meetings


Class interaction will be in the form of lectures, student presentations, computer-based electronic communications.
	Textbook and references:


Voeltz, F. K. E and Christa Kilian-Hatz. 2001.  Ideophones. John Benjamins 

References:

Bodomo, A. B.  2006. The structure of ideophones in African and Asian languages: The case of Dagaare and Cantonese. In John Mugane, John P. Hutchison and Dee a. Worman (eds). Selected Proceedings of the 35th Annual Conference on African Linguistics: African Languages and Linguistics in Broad Perspectives, Harvard University. http://www.lingref.com/cpp/acal/35/paper1310.pdf

Mphande, Lupenga. 1992. Ideophones and African Verse. Research in African Literatures, Vol 23, pages 117 - 129. http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/literary-criticism/15515839/ideophones-african-verse
A selection of readings of articles on ideophones in African languages published in top linguistics journals like Linguistic Inquiry, Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, Lingua, and Studies in African Linguistics.
	Course Moodle


Teaching resources will be provided online.
	Course Requirement and Assessment:


Active participation during all class sessions will be the key. The course will be assessed as follows:

· Attendance and active participation in class and online discussions, debates, and exercises: 30%
· Student presentation: 30%
· Term paper up to 44.000 characters: 40%
	Some Study Questions


1. What in your opinion is ‘African linguistics’, and who is an ‘African linguist’?
2. What in your opinion is African literature and who is an African writer?
3. How can African linguists and African writers work together to promote and enhance theoretical issues in the humanities field?
