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The ancient settlement of Nessana, located in the south-western Negev, on the modern Israeli-Egyptian
border, may serve as a key site for study of early Christian pilgrimage. Established in the Hellenistic period,
it later turns into a Roman garrison site, and reaches it peak during the Byzantine and Early Islamic period
(5th - 7th centuries CE). Serving the main caravan hub on the Christian sacred journeys road from the
Holy Land to Sinai, Nessana enjoys all the economic benefits of the pilgrimage, and turns into flourishing
urbanized village, with caravanserais and numerous churches.

Nessana ancient remains were explored by numerous researchers starting from the late 19th century; the
expedition of the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem, leaded by H.D. Colt (1935-1937), uncovered
the remains of military fort and two monumental churches, both preserving the archives of papyri, written
in Greek and Arabic and dated to the sixth-seventh centuries. Survived thanks to the arid climate, the
papyri - private and official documents, literary and military texts, - kept precious information on life and
economy of the site, names of some of its residents, their involvement in local agriculture and pilgrimage,
and also revealed the ancient name of the village: Neodva.

The renewed excavations at the site which started in summer 2022 by the Ben Gurion University of the
Negev, will focus on the problematics of the archaeology of pilgrimage.

Der Vortrag ist hybrid geplant - er finden vor Ort in 1190 Wien, Franz Klein-Gasse 1,
1. Stock, Seminarraum 12, statt und wird aber auch per ZOOM (ibertragen.

Informationen zu den Vortragen und zur Teilnahme finden Sie unter:
https://klass-archaeologie.univie.ac.at




