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Inscriptions are numerous in Attic vase-painting, and attention is currently 
growing on this very specific aspect of painting. Graphein means both write and 
draw. This paper will discuss the double dimension of inscriptions, as linguistic 
elements bringing informations, and graphic elements introducing orientations 
in the picture. It will focus on two practices, and their implications: in early 
black-figure, the way objects are named; in red-figure the way objects are bearing 
‘kalos’ inscriptions. In both cases the verbal dimension of the inscriptions seems 
essential to properly perceive the aesthetic value of the picture.

GRAPHEIN: THE VERBAL 
AND THE VISUAL
ON INSCRIPTIONS IN ATTIC VASE-PAINTING

EINLADUNG ZUM VORTRAG

 Red-figured cup, ca. 500–480 B.C. (Paris, Musée du Louvre G 291)

Im Anschluss bitten wir zu einem Glas Wein in den Innenhof des Herbert-Hunger-Hauses. 
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