
The goddess Meter / Cybele plays a prominent role in the religious history of Asia Minor. Her 
cult spread from Phrygia westwards to the Aegean coast, where it found an entryway into the 
Greek pantheon. In the Hellenistic great kingdoms and the Roman imperial period, the cult 
of Meter / Cybele ultimately enjoyed broad diffusion in the entire Mediterranean region and 
beyond.

The symposium will address the origins and changes of the cult as well as chronological and 
geographical variants of the visual representations of Meter / Cybele. It is the goal to arrive at 
a nuanced view of this many-faceted and versatile goddess, whose form acquired such great 
significance in the ancient religions of the Mediterranean region.

more Info soon: www.oeai.at/veranstaltungen

the cult of 
meter / kybele 
in western anatolia

symposium

Ephesos, excavation Panayırdağ 2009: early Hellenistic votive reliefs (Photo: ÖAW-ÖAI/N. Gail)
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