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I will focus on the early commentaries on Aristotle’s Physics (around 1250–70), which have 

been the primary object of my research in the last twenty five years. I will first give a general 

outline of this tradition. I will then present in some detail important doctrinal aspects charac-

teristic of it. These will include (i) the species-theory of natural agency, and (ii) the realism 

about change and time. I will finally discuss the textual tradition of one of the works belong-

ing to this tradition, i.e., Geoffrey of Aspall’s commentary, which has been recently edited in 

the series Auctores Britannici Medii Aevi. 

 
Cecilia Trifogli is University Academic Fellow at All Souls College, Professor in Medieval Philosophy at the 

University of Oxford, and Chairman of the British Academy Medieval Texts Editorial Committee. She graduat-

ed in Philosophy and Mathematics at the University of Pisa, and earned a PhD in Mathematics from the Uni-

versity of Milan (2001). Her interests include natural philosophy, metaphysics, epistemology, and the reception 

of Aristotle’s philosophy in the Middle Ages. In addition to numerous articles, she published Oxford Physics in 

the Thirteenth Century (ca. 1250–1270) (Leiden 2000), Thomas Wylton, On the Intellectual Soul (together with 

L.O. Nielsen; Oxford 2010), and most recently, Geoffrey of Aspall, Questions on Aristotle’s Physics (together 

with S. Donati and E.J. Ashworth, Oxford 2017). 
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