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Eric Hobsbawm deplores the fact that history is more than ever revised or even invented by those
who do not wish to know the real past. | warn the audience that historical events can be inter-
preted by others differently for we always reconstruct pasts and our vision of things is affected by
our knowledge and convictions. Nonetheless, we should be wary of a history that has been
"cleaned" to justify a system and support certain politics. If we are to apprehend the present,
understanding of the past is essential but that past should be outlined as it was, without embellish-
ment.
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