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In the past, barbarian invaders have been blamed not only for causing the decline and fall of the 
western Roman Empire but also for creating a period of cultural decline known as the “Dark 
Ages.” More recently, however, it has been suggested that the barbarian settlement was not nearly 
as catastrophic as once believed, and that perceptions of barbarians as “destroyers of civilization” 
are more reflective of ancient -- and modern -- stereotypes than of reality. This presentation will 
suggest not only that there were far fewer incompatibilities between Romans and barbarians than 
previously has been thought, but also that during the fourth through sixth centuries the barbarian 
settlers and their descendents played an active role in the preservation of classical culture. 
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